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Sheila Mathews <sheila@the-grip.net>

Re: Open Records request
Sheila Mathews <sheila@the-grip.net> Fri, Sep 27, 2019 at 2:55 PM
To: "Kenny L. Smith" <KSmith@cityofgriffin.com>
Cc: &Open Records Act <records@cityofgriffin.com>, Doug Hollberg <griffindsh@aol.com>, ward1562@bellsouth.net,
clflowers_378@hotmail.com, hmurray@cityofgriffin.com, dbagy@bellsouth.net, Truman Tinsley <ttinsley3@gmail.com>,
rmccord@cityofgriffin.com, MeQuanta McCord <2mccord@bellsouth.net>

Mr. Smith,
Unfortunately, the simple and efficient release of routine information from the Griffin Police Department is a thing of the
distant past.
When I met with you in May 2018, I outlined in clear and specific detail the great lengths to which GPD Chief Mike Yates
had been and was continuing to go in his efforts to deny me equal access to information, despite a policy in effect at that
time stating the Griffin Police Department would “cooperate fully and impartially” with the media.
While you acknowledged a problem by referring to it as a “pissing contest,” no changes resulted.
Instead, the situation soon further deteriorated significantly with Chief Yates targeting me by seeking to have me arrested
for a felony.
Yates’ many retaliatory actions for the past three years have had a chilling effect on my ability to report news – including
positive feature articles – pertaining to the Griffin Police Department.
Following my recent report of Chief Yates’ fabrication and release of a false document identifying Will Holloway Sanders
as the father of former Griffin police officer Matthew Boynton, Yates’ unprofessional and punitive conduct escalated based
on his viewpoint discrimination against my reporting.
My recent influx of Open Records requests for such routine information as the GPD Daily Activity Logs and incident
reports is a direct result of that, as I was immediately removed from the recipient lists for press releases, the logs and
various additional information routinely disseminated to media representatives and others. 
Chief Yates, by virtue of his numerous 2019 revisions to the GPD Public Information/Media Relations Standard
Operating Procedure, is now endowed with the authority to engage in any biased practices he so chooses regarding the
release of information, and he is doing just that. As such, the dissemination of information to The GRIP and myself in my
capacity as a reporter has become even more erratic and limited. 
To make a long story short, the best predictor of future behavior is past behavior, and Chief Yates' has a long, documented
history.
So, to return to your original question, it’s all smoke and mirrors, sir. Unless you are finally willing to address Chief Yates’
gross misconduct, I can’t think of anything else that may help. 

Sincerely,
Sheila Mathews
Publisher
The GRIP
770.713.5839 - cell
sheila@the-grip.net

 

On Thu, Sep 19, 2019 at 8:18 AM Kenny L. Smith <KSmith@cityofgriffin.com> wrote:

Shelia,

As always, we are glad to provide you with any and all open information requested. Is there any other method that we
might provide you daily activity logs or routine information like this that may be more simple and efficient than multiple
open records request?

 

Kenny Smith 
Office of the City Manager | City Manager 
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From: Sheila Mathews <sheila@the-grip.net> 
Sent: Thursday, September 19, 2019 7:57 AM
To: &Open Records Act <records@cityofgriffin.com>
Subject: Open Records request

 

To whom it may concern,
Pursuant to OCGA 50-18-70 I wish to obtain the Griffin Police Department Daily Activity Log for Sept.18, 2019.
Please release the requested information electronically to this email address.  

Thank you, 

Sheila Mathews

Publisher

The GRIP

770.713.5839 - cell

sheila@the-grip.net
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