
To whom it may concern, 
Please accept this as an addendum to the formal complaint I filed Dec. 8 with your office 
regarding the Spalding County Board of Elections. 
During the Board of Elections Dec. 8 meeting, board members adjourned to executive session 
without the legally required majority vote of a quorum of board members. In fact, no public vote 
was taken prior to the BoE’s adjournment to executive session.  
There was a motion and second to adjourn to executive session. However, the vote was 
interrupted by BoE member Vera McIntosh, who questioned whether I was taking photographs. 
(I have video of this segment of the BoE meeting that can be provided upon request.) 
Upon returning to open meeting, BoE Chairman Margaret Bentley announced the results of two 
votes taken during executive session, one of which has no legal exemption from public 
discussion. 
Specifically, Chairman Margaret Bentley stated, “As a result of our executive session, we 
moved, the decision was made, to direct the supervisor to review training and SOP as it related to 
this election.” 
In addition, neither of the two votes taken during executive session were repeated publicly in 
open meeting. 
Furthermore, the BoE attempted to exclude from attendance Kim Slaughter, a community 
member who had waited nearly three hours for the public meeting to resume. 
The basis for this action was the need for social distancing, but there was ample space in the 
meeting room for Ms. Slaughter to attend and remain well over six feet from anyone else in 
attendance. In addition, the open meeting prior to the executive session included public seating 
with well less than six feet of spacing, and board members were also seated far less than six feet 
apart. 
She was ultimately permitted to stay but only when she entered the meeting room and confronted 
board members despite the door having been closed on her. This attempted exclusion should 
never have occurred. 
I am deeply concerned with the multiple flagrant violations of Georgia’s Open Meetings laws 
and request your prompt attention to my complaint. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sheila  Mathews 
Publisher 
The GRIP 
sheila@the-grip.net 
770.713.5839 
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