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NEWS RELEASE  

 

On the evening of November 4, 2021, a Crime Scene Investigator left her duty post at the Griffin 

Police Department (868 W. Poplar St.) and failed to lock the door to her workspace behind her. 
Her office leads to another internal entrance that opens into one of the evidence storage areas. 

Later that night, a Uniformed Patrol Supervisor noticed the lights on in that workspace and 
checked the area to find the door unlocked. This happened at 3:39 am on the 5th of November. 

Upon this discovery, the area, including a portion of the evidence, was searched and no intruders 

were discovered. The area was secured and an audit of all evidence in that area was ordered.  

In the few days following this discovery, the physical audit was completed and no evidence of 
intrusion or tampering was discovered.  Every item was accounted for and in its original 

condition. GPD has conducted a second audit where the evidence was moved in its entirety from 
the old facility to the new one at 234 N. Hill St. An additional spot audit (which occurs 

unannounced periodically) has also been completed and no issues have been discovered.   

“Evidence security and chain of custody must be maintained at all times,” said Chief Mike Yates, 

City of Griffin Police Chief. “Even an honest mistake can cause significant issues even though 
there is no reason to believe that any evidence was altered, removed, or tampered with in this 

matter.”  

The prosecutors in State and Superior Court have been notified. No trials related to the evidence 

stored in this area have taken place since this discovery. At this time, there is no reason to believe 

any current case has been adversely affected.  

“The officer responsible for the room security was disciplined,” said Chief Mike Yates, City of 
Griffin Police Chief. “It was determined her actions or lack thereof were unintentional and an 

honest mistake, but one that has serious ramifications.” 

 

 

In partnership with our community, the mission of the City of Griffin is to protect and enhance the quality 

of life by providing a high level of service in an efficient and responsive manner for all citizens.  

 

 

 


